
LOCAL NEWS
THURSDAY: THERE MAY BE SNOW ON
THE GROUND, BUT SUSAN MILNE SAYS
IT’S NOT TOO EARLY TO THINK ABOUT
THAT GARDEN SOIL UNDERNEATH.
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MARGARET CAMERON-MCQUEEN – SAULT STAR
A PEDESTRIAN battles high winds and driving snow on Lake Street Tuesday afternoon.

NOW YOU SEE HIM . . .

Wind whips winter back into Algoma
THE SAULT STAR

Maybe it was a weekend of
warm weather, or perhaps it
was a report that Canada was
having the warmest winter
on record.

Whatever the reason, win-
ter has served notice it’s alive
and kicking.

Saultites woke to -5 C
weather Tuesday morning
with 31-kilometre-an-hour
winds that caused a windchill
of -13, according to the
Weather Network.

Visibility was reduced to
one kilometre by the after-
noon as sub-zero tempera-
tures and a wind chill in the
double digits persisted. Blow-
ing snow driven by gusts up
to 55 km/h covered city road-
ways.

Tuesday’s weather stood in
stark contrast to the week-
end, when the city enjoyed a
high of 6.6 on Saturday and
the temperature reached a
balmy 8 on Sunday.

PUC Inc. reported a small
power disruption caused by

the storm. 
Failed connections to light-

ning arrestors caused 576
people to be without power
for just under half an hour
on Great Northern Road,
Third Line to Second Line,
and Industrial Park Crescent
to Old Garden River Road at
Third Line.

Neither Air Canada Jazz
nor Bearskin Airlines reported
flights had been cancelled
due to the storm.

Conditions were expected
to improve early today.
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In a sure sign spring is on its
way, the Canadian and the
U.S. coast guards have begun
icebreaking operations on the
St. Mary’s River.

By week’s end, icebreaking
will extend from Whitefish
Bay to Detour, Mich., in

preparation for the 2006 ship-
ping season. 

It will begin with the U.S.
Coast Guard cutter Mackinaw
and Canadian Coast Guard
ship Samuel Risley locking
through the upper St. Mary’s
Friday. 

The Mackinaw will prepare
tracks in Whitefish Bay in the

upper river.
The Samuel Risley will

make its way to Thunder Bay
to initiate the breakout of that
port.

Recreational users should
plan their activity carefully,
use caution near the ice and
stay away from shipping
channels.

But icebreakers busy in St. Mary’s

Share the liability,
spare the accountant,
says institute chair
By Frank Dobrovnik
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It takes a lot to get an
accountant worked up. But
Ontario’s “antiquated” legal
liability system is enough to
get Rod Barr’s blood boiling.

“We have this huge liabil-
ity issue which in essence
says the public accountant is
accountable for 100 per cent
of the losses (of its client

firms),” Barr, chair of the
Institute of Chartered
Accountants of Ontario, said
Wednesday in Sault Ste.
Marie.

The CAO is on a crusade to
get Ontario’s Securities Act to
introduce a proportionate lia-
bility system, which more
fairly distributes accountabil-
ity and exposes accounting
firms to penalties “only to
the extent they’re found
wrong,” he said.

“When you think about it,
a set of financial statements
is prepared by management,
reviewed by a board of direc-
tors and then audited by an
auditor. So at first blush, each
participant would be one-
third responsible.”

Such a change in law
would bring Ontario in line
with other jurisdictions. The
United States introduced pro-
portionate liability about 10
years ago, after the cata-
strophic savings and loans
scandal that saw all the S&L
companies go bankrupt, “so
there were no assets left and
the directors had no respon-
sibility, so the only people
left standing to pay for the

losses were the accounting
firms.”

He says Ontario is one of
the few jurisdictions in North
America that still uses “joint
and several liability.” That
means every party for finan-
cial loss arising from errors or
misstatements can be held
totally liable for that loss,
regardless of each party’s
degree of responsibility.

This exposes the account-
ing profession to catastrophic
liability, Barr says.

“Because we don’t have a
cap now, because we have
this wide-open liability, most
of the big firms are finding it
impossible to get insurance
coverage. They’re in essence
self-insured.”

‘MOST OF THE BIG FIRMS ARE
FINDING IT IMPOSSIBLE TO GET
INSURANCE COVERAGE. THEY’RE
IN ESSENCE SELF-INSURED.’

— CAO’s Rod Barr

Bandettes all-girl no longer
By Elaine Della-Mattia
THE SAULT STAR

The Bandettes are looking
for a few good men.

As well, they are looking for
a change of name that will
enhance their new co-ed look.

The oldest all-girl drum and
bugle corps in North America
is drumming a new tune and
it will include the male gen-
der, said executive director
Mary Wilson.

The Bandettes board
decided at its meeting last
weekend that it will open up
its doors to both females and
males between the ages of 10
and 20 to offer all youth a
chance to experience the thrill
of marching and music.

“It will be very different for
me,” said Wilson, who has
been with the Bandettes since
its inception 43 years ago. 

“But we’re not getting the
numbers out (allowing) just
girls and we need more in
order to compete at a field
show level,” she said.

Currently, there are 22 Ban-
dettes registered and 30 are
needed to compete in the
first-class competitions that
take the group throughout the

United States during the sum-
mer months. 

The board decided that
opening up the organization
to young men will boost num-
bers and add a new flavour. 

While the traditional kilts
and bonnets will be main-
tained for the young girls,
black pants and white shirts
with ties will make up the
male uniform.

Wilson said the group still
wants to use its “B” logo,
which is familiar and used on
the bonnets, in the new

name.
Bandette members, alumni

and the community at large
are invited to submit name
suggestions.

Wilson’s not sure how many
young men the revamped
group will attract, but she
hopes there are many young,
male musicians in the com-
munity who would like an
opportunity to participate.

“This is a big change for us
but I know it’s going to be for
the better,” she said. “This is
the future and we don’t want

to stand still.”
The Bandettes hold a

monthly weekend camp in
Michigan where they practise
their music and marching.
The next camp is set for April
22.

Practices begin Thursday,
March 22 at Francis H. Cler-
gue school from 6 to 8 p.m.

Anyone interested in
enrolling is asked to call
Shirley at 777-3419.

Cost is $150 for dues, which
include equipment and les-
sons.

Drum and bugle corps will accept musicians of both genders
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BANDETTE Amanda Junor, then 17, admires her trophies and memorabilia last March.

‘IT WILL BE VERY
DIFFERENT FOR ME.’

— 43-year veteran, Bandettes
executive director Mary Wilson


